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Francois Hollande pays state visit in Romania:

Iohannis: Relation with France - 
priority to Romania; 

Hollande: Partnership must be strengthened
l Solutions need to be found in Bratislava to ensure safety and protection, especially for borders

l France, Romania share the same European priorities
by Georgiana Vlad

NINE O’CLOCK

The relation with France represents a
priority to Romania, President Klaus
Iohannis said on Tuesday, while the French
head of state, Francois Hollande, under-
lined that the Strategic Partnership between
the two countries must be strengthened. 

President Iohannis showed that

Romania has an outstanding partnership
with France. 

"We share the same vision about the
development and strengthening of the
Strategic Partnership. We talked about the
need to support and deepen several success-
ful aspects of the sectoral cooperation,
where I would mention the economic
cooperation. We agreed to intensify dia-

logue," the Romanian head of state said at
the Cotroceni Presidential Palace, where he
held a joint press statement with his French
counterpart.  In his turn, France's President
Francois Hollande mentioned the common
ties between Romania and his country,
highlighting the Romanian-French collabo-
ration on a political, economic and cultur-
al level and in the defence area.  "Here, in

Romania, I feel that I am at home,"
Hollande said. 

Francois Hollande showed that under
the Strategic Partnership the two countries
want to have common policies and in the
economic area France wants to contribute
with solutions in the new technologies,
environment and transport areas. 

continued on page 2

All eyes are being directed to
Bratislava this week. The leaders
of 27 EU member states will
meet in the Slovak capital to dis-
cuss what to do with the
European project. 

The European Union is bat-
tered by a number of crises. The
effective answer to them does
not lie in succumbing to pes-
simism, tolerating or even
enhancing fragmentation and
accepting defeatism. Neither can

it be found in denying the prob-
lem and postponing the treat-
ment. Europe deserves the right
diagnosis. 

I expect, and I am convinced,
that the upcoming informal sum-
mit in Bratislava will start the
process of identifying what went
wrong in the EU and defining
what kind of EU we want to have
and build after the United
Kingdom leaves the club. 

OP-ED 

by Miroslav Lajcák, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of Slovakia

Revival or survival of the EU - 
what to expect from informal summit

Continued on Page 7
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The joint Declaration on U.S.-Romania Strategic
Partnership for the 21st century- five years

NINE O’CLOCK

The Embassy of the United
States in Romania and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs jointly recognize
and salute the fifth anniversary of
the signing, in Washington, D.C.,
on the 13th of September 2011, of
the Joint Declaration on Strategic
Partnership for the 21st Century
between the United States of
America and Romania, reads a
statement of the U.S Embassy in
Bucharest.

“ The Joint Declaration repre-
sents an important reference point
for our Strategic Partnership, setting
the framework for our expanding

cooperation and coordination in
promoting security, democracy,
good governance, free market
opportunities, and cultural
exchange. On September 26-27th,
the United States and Romania will
hold their fifth annual Strategic
Dialogue session and meeting of the
Task Force for the implementation
of the Joint Declaration, in
Washington, DC.  We look forward
to a fruitful discussion, recognizing
the progress made in the five years
since the adoption of the Joint
Declaration and formulating our
common priorities for the next year
and beyond,” the statement shows.
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continued from page 1
France's President thanked Romania for

the solidarity shown in the case of the ter-
rorist attacks, but also for the support
granted in Mali. France's President
Francois Hollande has begun his state visit
to Romania on Tuesday morning, having
been welcomed at the Cotroceni
Presidential Palace with military honours. 

The French President was expected on
the official esplanade at the Cotroceni
Palace by Romanian head of state Klaus
Iohannis, and a delegation made up of
Foreign Affairs Minister Lazar Comanescu,
Romania's Ambassador in Paris Luca
Niculescu and presidential advisers. 

After the two states' national anthems
were performed, France's President saluted
the Guard and Protocol Regiment. 

Previously, Francois Hollande laid a
wreath of flowers at the Unknown Soldier's
Monument in Carol Park of Bucharest. 

Also on Tuesday, the two heads of state
went the ELI-NP (Extreme Light
Infrastructure - Nuclear Physics) Research
Centre within the Horia Hulubei National
Institute for R&D in Physics and Nuclear
Engineering (IFIN-HH) in Magurele, where
they visited the Laser Control Room and will
participate in the opening of the economic
event "Future French-Romanian partner-
ships." Moreover, Francois Hollande paid a
visit, together with Romanian PM Dacian
Ciolos, to the Airbus Romania helicopter
plant. The French President also had sched-
uled an official lunch with the Romanian
Prime Minister. At the end of the day, Klaus
Iohannis will extend a state dinner.

The most recent state visit of a French
President in Bucharest was that of Francois
Mitterrand in 1991.

IOHANNIS: ROMANIA HAS LONG BEEN
ACTING AS A DE FACTO SCHENGEN
MEMBER, WE FEEL FRANCE'S SUPPORT

Romania has been acting for a long time
as a 'de facto' Schengen member, President
Klaus Iohannis said on Tuesday at the
Cotroceni Presidential Palace. 

"With regards to the Schengen matter,
Romania is close to France. I have tackled
this matter today with President Hollande
and I believe that this approach is part of a
very solid, sustainable action within the
European Union. (...) The matter of the
external and internal security is obviously
not only the concern of the European citi-
zens, but it is at the same time the concern
of the politicians. Romania is not yet a
member of the Schengen Area and therefore
we have to take care ourselves of our bor-
ders," said Iohannis at the Presidency's seat
where he delivered a joint statement with
his French counterpart, Francois Hollande,
who is paying a state visit to Romania.
President Iohannis added that Romania 'has
coped very well' with the migrant crisis. 

"This shows that Romania knows very
well how to defend the EU's external border
and that Romania has been acting for a long
time as a 'de facto' member of the Schengen
Area, as it is involved in all formats dealing
with the Schengen Area and border security.
In this respect (...) it is in the Union's bene-
fit that Romania bring its expertise to this
space. Out of practical reasons, this could
not be achieved at once. (...) We must start
the appropriate approaches in Brussels so
that everybody benefits from the Romanian
airports' security. (...) It would be beneficial
for everybody that this first step be made as
soon as possible. (...) In a nutshell, yes, we
feel supported by France," said Iohannis.

HOLLANDE: WE HAVE TO STAY IN AND
JOIN NATO ACTIONS; EUROPE SHOULD
REORGANISE INSIDE NATO

Europe should possess defence capabili-
ties and the required industry and means that
will allow it to act, French President Francois
Hollande said Tuesday in Bucharest. 

''Most of the European countries are
NATO members, and we have to stay in and
join the NATO actions, each of them playing
their roles. But Europe should reorganise
itself inside the Alliance. It cannot count on
the capabilities of some external power.
Europe should have its own defence capabil-
ities and the required industry and means
that will allow it to act. We are not doing
anything outside it. Inside the Alliance, we
have to make sure Europe is defended. We
have to make sure that we can respond. If one
day we are threatened, we have to be
autonomous regarding our choices, and
France is attached to this respect for the
Alliance as well as to the spirit of autonomy.
And I believe all the European countries
should share the same position inside the
Alliance that they have a role to play. I have
attended the NATO Summit, where Mr
Iohannis also took part, and this strategic
position is what was premised from discus-
sions,'' Hollande told a joint news conference
with Iohannis at the Cotroceni Presidential
Palace in reply to whether there is a of a
European army weakening the interests of
NATO. 

In his turn, President Iohannis said
European defence is an important issue, and
external security should be guaranteed. 

'(...) European defence is an important,
very important issue. External security needs
to be guaranteed. On the other hand, we
have very many NATO programmes and
projects, and what we want is not to be com-
petitors or replace it, but a synergy between
Europe and NATO's initiatives to benefit
both,' said Iohannis. 

The two heads of state were also asked
about how quickly Europe can have its army
and if such army could also be tasked with
securing the EU's external borders. Hollande
said ''security and defence start with border
protection,'' also emphasising the impor-
tance of investment. 

''We have already increased coast and
border patrolling, and in the next months we
will have to increase the staff once again.
Border protection and defence also mean
boats that can save lives in the Mediterranean
Sea. (...) We have to invest more. The efforts
of the main European countries do not suf-
fice. (...) France has the largest defence
spending in Europe, but it has to act so as all
the countries may get more involved in the
defence of Europe in a larger sense. We have
to invest, to make sure that there are capabil-
ities, that we have technologies, and there is
also a second effort we should make in an
area where France has taken some responsi-
bility. (...) Defence against terrorism requires
Europeans to be organised differently than in
the past. We have reached a strategic point, a
strategic moment, and Europe should be able
to overcome and move on to the next level in
its defence organisation and funding,'' said
Hollande. 

Iohannis said Romania agrees with and
supports the French-German common
defence initiative, adding that better coordi-
nation, better equipping and more reinvigo-
ration in Europe's defence industry are
required. 

''Romania is aware of that and ready to
participate. Equally, I think it would be bet-
ter for us to say that we do not want some
initiative that would replace the NATO for-
mat, but that we want an initiative that com-
pletes and works together with the NATO
format, something that will surely lead to

actual improvements in the very long run in
the European Union's capabilities to defend
itself and intervene in crisis areas,'' added
Iohannis.

IOHANNIS: ROMANIA ACTING SINCE LONG
AS 'DE FACTO' SCHENGEN
MEMBER, WE FEEL FRANCE'S SUPPORT

Romania has been acting since long as a
'de facto' Schengen member, President Klaus
Iohannis said on Tuesday at the Cotroceni
Presidential Palace.

"As far as the Schengen issue is concerned,
Romania stands close to France. I have tack-
led this matter today with President Hollande
and I believe this approach is part of a very
solid, sustainable action within the European
Union. (...) External and internal security is
obviously not just the European citizens' con-
cern, but is at the same time the concern of
politicians as well. Romania is not yet a
Schengen Area member and therefore we
have to manage our borders on our own,"
Iohannis said at the Cotroceni Presidential
Palace where he delivered a joint statement
with his French counterpart Francois
Hollande, who is on a one-day state visit to
Romania.

President Iohannis added that Romania
"has very well handled" the migrant crisis.

"This shows that Romania knows perfect-
ly well how to defend the EU's external bor-
der and that Romania has been acting since
long as a 'de facto' member of the Schengen
Area, as it is involved in all formats dealing
with the Schengen Area and border security.
In this respect (...) it is in the Union's benefit
that Romania brings its expertise to this space.
For practical reasons, this cannot be achieved
at once. (...) We must take as soon as possible
the due steps in Brussels for everybody to ben-
efit from the Romanian airports' security. (...)
It would be in everybody's interest that this
first step is taken as soon as possible. (...) In a
nutshell, yes, we feel France's support," said
Iohannis.

On his part, French President Francois
Hollande emphasized the importance of
external border control, pointing out that
Romania's equipping with the Passenger
Name Record (PNR) program is "crucial" in
the fight against terrorism.

"In three days, President Iohannis and I
will be in Bratislava [at the Summit of EU
leaders]. We share the same priorities. The
first is to protect the Europeans, ensure their
security, control external borders. Each coun-
try must make an effort - Schengen Area
member countries, but the others, aspiring to
membership too. Under the PNR program
Romania got equipped for the control of air-
port passenger transit and thus acquired an
important structure at hand for our security.
For us it is a crucial point in the fight against
terrorism, this is why we need to hold talks in
Brussels, to see how Romanian airports can
contribute their efficiency to the Schengen
Area," said Hollande.

At the same time, the President of France
said that solutions need to be found in
Bratislava to ensure safety and protection,
especially for borders.

"Germany and Italy have joined us. We
must make sure (...) that European defence is

not just a principle we cite, but it must be
implemented in stages. The Defence minis-
ters of France and Germany have already pre-
sented a joint plan. Together with Romania,
we set the groundworks for a defence indus-
try. So the top priority in Bratislava is 'Why
are we together all 27?', because the UK has
chosen to exit. Well, it is for pursuing togeth-
er certain principles, certain projects, to
ensure the Europeans' security and making
sure that Europe has ambitions of prosperity,
of growth. These are the stakes of the Juncker
plan. And I want it to get backing so that in
the years to come we have the investment
wave in digital technology, energy transition,
that will prepare us for tomorrow's economy,"
added Hollande.

HOLLANDE: WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THE
MINSK AGREEMENTS ARE ONLY WAY TO
STABILITY, SECURITY, PEACE

In Bucharest on Tuesday, French President
Francois Hollande talked about Romania and
France's foreign policy priorities, emphasizing
the importance of the Minsk agreements.
"President Iohannis and I also approached
international affairs, such as Ukraine. We need
to make sure that the Minsk agreements,
which are the only solution, are the only way
to stability, security and peace," Hollande said. 

He also said that efforts need to be made
in order to stop violence in the Middle East.
"Regarding the Middle East, we need to sup-
port efforts to stop the violence, because what
is happening right now is a violation of human
rights, and we need to find a stable political
solution for Syria," the French President
added. 

Hollande thanked Romania for the sup-
port during terror attacks in France. 

"I want to thank Romania for its solidari-
ty with France in the aftermath of the attacks,
and also for its support in Mali and other sit-
uations. There are risks to Europe, to Europe's
security, and we have to talk about it in
Bratislava [at a summit of EU leaders],"
Hollande pointed out.

“SOLVING ROMA ISSUES IS A MATTER
OF DIGNITY, RESPONSIBILITY, 
SOLIDARITY”

Solving Roma issues is "a matter of digni-
ty, responsibility and solidarity," French
President Francois Hollande told a joint press
conference in Bucharest after meeting
Romanian President Klaus Iohannis. 

"We, President Iohannis and I,
approached the issue of the Roma, a matter
that has had political consequences in France a
few years back. This is a matter that we've
approached since 2012 and we found some
answers, but, on the other hand, in order to
control the movement of people, we need to
ensure that at least a part of these people are
going to return to Romania - we need to sup-
port the fight against poverty in order to be
certain that these people live in decent condi-
tions in their country," the French president
said. 

He added that Romanian institutions
need to make efforts so that this social issue
does not become an instrument for racist
speech. 

continued on page 6

Iohannis: Relation with France - priority to Romania;
Hollande: Partnership must be strengthened

President Iohannis awards National Order of the Star
of Romania to French counterpart Hollande

President Klaus Iohannis awarded the National Order of the Star of Romania, in rank of
Collar, to his French counterpart Francois Hollande. 

The decree was published in the Official Journal on Monday evening. 
The Romanian head of state decorated the French President "as a sign of high apprecia-

tion for the personal contribution to developing the friendship and collaboration relations
between Romania and the French Republic, for the voiced understanding and interest towards
the Romanian history and culture." 

The decoration was awarded taking into account the Foreign Minister's proposal. The
National Order of the Star of Romania is the highest distinction of the Romanian state, and
the rank of Collar is the sixth from bottom to top and the highest rank of the Order. 
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Liviu Dragnea: Victor Ponta is working within
PSD, is PSD member, will be on our lists

by Alina Dumitru
NINE O’CLOCK

Victor Ponta went to the Social
Democratic Party headquarters on
Monday, where he met PSD
President Liviu Dragnea. After the
meeting, Liviu Dragnea stated that
Victor Ponta will be on PSD’s lists in
the parliamentary elections and will
handle the financial side of the gov-
erning platform.

Victor Ponta stated on Monday,
at the end of his meeting with Liviu
Dragnea, that he will work on the
party’s governing platform and will
handle something that he “handled
very well, namely the Romanians’
money.”

“Liviu Dragnea has asked me to
handle something that I believe I

know how to handle and I handled
very well, namely the Romanians’
money. I also know very well what

the IMF, European Commission,
World Bank and deficit means,”
Victor Ponta said.

Following the talks, Liviu
Dragnea announced that ex-Premier
Victor Ponta remains on PSD’s lists
in the parliamentary elections and
this is a closed topic. 

“I’ve demanded him what I’m
demanding myself too – to work
together and with the rest of our col-
leagues for Romania, just like we
always did. And he is working with-
in PSD, he is a PSD member, he will
be on our lists. I said it yesterday too,
I don’t know how much clearer I
could do it today too. From my
point of view, and his point of view,
this is a closed topic. We do not have
special demands on someone, but
we have distributed the party tasks
between ourselves, just like we per-
manently did. And the fact that he

will coordinate the financial side
gives me a lot of peace of mind and
confidence, in what concerns both
the governing platform’s content
from this standpoint and the
Romanians’ chance to better under-
stand what we want to do,” Liviu
Dragnea said, being quoted by
Agerpres.

He stated once again that in the
three months left before the parlia-
mentary elections there will be no
talk about offices.

“I believe people are more inter-
ested in what we are doing for them.
(…) We are giving our opponents,
who lack governing platforms, the
chance to start talks centred on per-
sons,” Liviu Dragnea argued.

by Simona Barbu
NINE O’CLOCK

Victor Ponta posted on Facebook a message in
which he reveals his point of view on the “Blair
Scandal” in which DNA Ploiesti remanded him
on conditional bail.

“THETRUTH ABOUTTHE “BLAIR SCANDAL” –
HOWTHINGS REALLY WERE!

Bearing in mind the High Court of Justice
judges’ decision, I have the right to publicly express
my point of view on DNA Ploiesti’s public accu-
sations. 

I will sum-up everything I stated before ICCJ
judges in court – I don’t think trials are or should
be made public on television or the press; but
when you’re publicly accused you have to answer
publicly – this way people can form their own
opinion; even when you know you are innocent
both the judges’ decision and the people’s opinion
are just as important.

1) Let’s start off with the accusations and my
position toward them. 

I have NEVER asked for any sum of money,
not for me and not for PSD, from ANY person in
return for that person to be a candidate! In the
almost 6 years I spent as PSD leader I signed lists
of candidacies for thousands of city halls, local and
county councils; for hundreds of seats in
Parliament; for dozens of seats in the European
Parliament! In a country where all public persons
know each other and are talking, nobody has ever
accused me of such a thing! It’s not only an unjust
accusation but also one that defaces my political
image, and the case file contains no evidence
pointing to the aforementioned crime! 

Prosecutors also state that following Tony
Blair’s March 26 visit, I “obtained non-patrimoni-
al benefits consisting of PR gains”. I recall that
there was no election campaign in March 2012
and I ran in December in a Gorj County con-
stituency that I had won back in 2008 too and
where PSD always enjoyed consistent electoral
support, and that USL had a huge lead in opinion
polls. 

I am also accused of “moral complicity” to
money laundering! The sum of EUR 220,000,
which prosecutors claim was donated to various
legal persons in the United Kingdom, was never in
my or PSD’s possession; nor did I use or benefit
from a single Euro from it; I never knew (until 6
September 2016) the amount of money, who paid
them and who benefitted from them!
Consequently, all the documents included in the
case file clearly show that I cannot be an accom-
plice (not even “morally”) to the laundering of
money I knew nothing about and I never owned,

money paid - by a company I never heard of - to
British companies and foundations I do not know! 

No evidence included in the case file shows
that the money for donations are the proceeds of
some crime, or that the organisers and beneficiar-
ies had knowledge or reasonable suspicions that
these were “dirty” money. 

I had a single talk on the topic of that money
with Mr. Dan Sultanescu, at the moment when
the press published the fact that his foundation was
using European grants for Tony Blair’s visit. Dan
Sultanescu assured me that the money used did
not come from European grants or public funds,
being just “private donations,” something which
he officially pointed out in a statement to the press. 

2) On inviting Tony Blair to Romania
This was done at the initiative of Ms. Ana

Birchall – back then PSD’s International Secretary
(who later became Lower Chamber MP following
the December 2012 elections).

Ms. Birchall contacted Tony Blair’s Office
through a British friend (former colleague) – Matt
Browne – and the invitation was transmitted
through a U.S. foundation – the Centre for
American Progress. Subsequently, the British
Ambassador to Romania and Dan Sultanescu’s
Multimedia Foundation (which was chosen
because it had previously collaborated with the
UK Embassy and with the PSD as well) were co-
opted in organising the visit to Romania. 

The schedule of the visit included a meeting
with Prime Minister Mihai Razvan Ungureanu at
the Government headquarters (although I didn’t
like that, I was not in the position to change the
schedule), a meeting at the Embassy, the confer-
ring of the Doctor Honoris Cause title at the
Romanian-American University, followed by a
speech given there. 

My involvement in this visit consisted in meet-
ing Mr. Blair at the PSD headquarters and a brief
statement at the opening of the speech given at the
Romanian-American University. Mr. Emil
Hurezeanu was the host and personalities from the
highest level of Romanian public life were invited. 

Since this concerned a personality like Tony
Blair and in order to lower the organisers’ costs, I
agreed that persons who were working for me at
PSD should help out the organisers.  The only
aspect Ms. Birchall informed me about in what
concerned the expenditures was the fact that Mr.
Blair did not request a fee but encouraged the
Romanian organisers to make a donation to a
charity foundation that he indicated. Since PSD’s
money were not involved, I did not ask for details
nor did I get involved in this aspect in any way. 

All negotiations over the schedule of the visit
and the donations were carried out directly by Ms.

Ana Birchall with Mr. Blair’s office in London,
with the two Foundations that organised the event
(Centre for American Progress and Multimedia
Foundation) and with the British Embassy in
Bucharest. 

I found out for the first time about the sum
donated, the company that donated it and the
beneficiary from the documents included in the
addenda to the criminal case file handled by DNA
Ploiesti.

3) On Sebastian Ghita’s candidacy in the
2012 elections

I have a well-known relationship of friendship
with Sebastian Ghita (for example we spent the
New Year’s in Vienna in 2011/2012, as pointed
out by the mass-media too)!

Bearing in mind this relationship, the state-
ment that I “used my authority as PSD President”
is obviously a speculation that I can disprove with
witnesses that know the real relations between us. 

The fact that I promised Sebastian Ghita, in
March 2012, that he will be “on an eligible place
on the lists” for the parliamentary elections is com-
pletely untrue and illogical for the following rea-
sons:

l I did not discuss with ANYONE about the
candidacy in the parliamentary elections until after
the local elections which took place on June 10 –
on that occasion many MPs were elected mayors
(the case of Senator Iulian Badescu who became
Ploiesti Mayor) and vacated their seats in
Parliament;

l There were no party lists in 2012, there were
uninominal constituencies (where each candidate
had to win over 50 percent of the votes);

l PSD did not run in the elections as a party
but in the USL formula – the party presidents of
PNL, UNPR, PC and PSD signed off the candi-
dacies;

l The constituencies were allocated to USL’s
each member party only on September 15, after
the meeting in Murighiol (not in March)!

l The nominated candidates were voted with-
in local branches and then within PSD’s county
branches (in this case PSD Prahova); the candida-
cies were [then] sent by the county branches to
Secretary General Liviu Dragnea, who put them
up for vote within the party’s National Executive
Committee! 

l I did not take part or vote in any county
branch assembly except the Gorj County branch
whose member I am;

l Sebastian Ghita DID NOT NEED my
support in order to run in Prahova; he has been a
member of that party branch since 2002; he had a
well-known close relationship with party branch
president Mircea Cosma and with Ploiesti Mayor

Iulian Badescu; he actively took part in the local
elections campaign, thus securing the local mayors’
and party members’ support;

l In fact, the DNA opened in April a crimi-
nal probe into the way in which local PSD
Prahova leaders exercised their authority and influ-
ence to nominate him as candidate in the parlia-
mentary elections, in return for his material sup-
port in the local elections campaign!!!

l So who put Ghita on the lists after all?!? I
know the answer – he himself did, with the sup-
port of PSD Prahova members who voted for him
and of the members of his constituency, over 60
percent of whom voted for him;

4) On the conditional bail set by prosecu-
tors

Ever since I showed up at the Prosecutor’s
Office I said I do not intend to contact the other
defendants or witnesses in this case in order to
avoid creating suspicions that I seek to influence
them.

However, I demanded explanations for the
ban on making public statements (considering
that DNA issued an official communique con-
taining the accusations and information was also
“leaked”) and leaving the country (despite the fact
that I informed the prosecutor and subsequently
filed documents proving that I have confirmed my
presence at various international events and I am
the honorary advisor of a European Prime
Minister).

On September 6, the grounds for this suspen-
sion of rights measure were not presented to me
nor subsequently to the High Court of Justice, the
judge revoking it as a result. 

However, the case file contains, in the adden-
da, PSD’s Code of Ethics, which stipulates that
those remanded on conditional bail are banned
from running for office; however, I considered that
this conditional bail cannot have a political pur-
pose, nor can it limit my constitutional right to
run for office.

These were the things I stated before High
Court of Justice judges, and which I wanted to
publicly reveal (both for those who support and
trust me and for those who, despite the fact that
they are opponents or dislike me, believe in dem-
ocratic principles and in our fundamental rights)!

Of course, if asked by magistrates, party col-
leagues or the mass-media, I am ready to present
other relevant aspects concerning this case, aspects
that jeopardise not only PSD’s interests but also
Romania’s image before our Western partners!

I will continue to show up before judges with
full confidence, with a clean conscience and fully
convinced of my innocence!” Victor Ponta wrote
on Facebook.

Victor Ponta, incendiary revelations in the “Blair Scandal”.
Ex-Premier reveals his point of view

                                      



NRCC, Portnoi & Associates and Straetus Romania
have the pleasure to invite you to attend on 19th of
September, between 5 – 7:30 pm, at Beyfin hotel in Cluj,
an interactive & practical Knowledge Center on debt col-
lection & credit management.

Did you know that a DSO> 45 days puts the business
in imminent danger?

Join this practical Knowledge Center and find out:
l the biggest advantages of outsourcing debt manage-

ment service
l why prevention is better & cheaper than curing in

your business
l why internal credit policies and well organized debt

management process help bring money sooner back in the
company

l what should a company know before prosecuting a
debtor

l Who are the speakers?
Roxana Horvat, General Manager, Straetus Bucuresti
Roxana has 10 years of experience in the debt collection

industry, working in banks and collection agencies as col-
lection officer, collection coordinator and sales manager,

selling debt collection services.
Straetus is an international debt collection agency,

organized in franchise system, with more than 50 offices in
Romania, Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Belgium,
Poland, Russia, USA, Israel, England.

Alis Patlageanu, Founding Partner, Portnoi &
Associates

Alis is a member of the Bucharest Bar since 2002 and
has expertise in public procurement, commercial & corpo-
rate, insolvency, EU funding. She is a certified Public
Procurement expert & European Structural and Cohesion
Funds Accession Expert.

Portnoi & Associates was founded in April 2010 and in
June 2014, concluded a long-term partnership with one of
the fifth worldwide network of audit and consultancy with
over 56,000 members that operates in 1264 offices and in
144 countries.

„The business fails when risk management is not under
the spotlight, when business owners aren’t being proactive
about collecting payments from their clients.” declares
Roxana Horvat.

„A court claim could be regarded as a disease which can
be avoided if the patient consults a doctor when it is not
too late. Prevention in this field means: focus on the con-
tract design and preliminary contractual negotiations and
try to obtain as many guarantees as you can„ says Alis
Patlageanu.

All Knowledge Center guests are invited after the sem-
inar, to the NRCC Dutch Networking Drink organized in
partnership with BEROBA, starting with 19:30.

Free access for NRCC & Beroba members.
Registration fee for non-members companies: 100 lei

(including Networking Drink after).
Register at info@nrcc.ro, until 16th of September.
NRCC is one of the most active bilateral chambers in

Romania. Since 2006, by means of dedicated events and
industry-focused projects, we support and promote the
Dutch-Romanian business community.

After 10 years of activity, NRCC network now includes
180+ members, representing 20+ industries. More details
are available on our website www.nrcc.ro and social media
channels: www.facebook.com/NRCC.ro, LinkedIn,
www.twitter.com/NRCC_ro
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Valley 21, the first mountain resort with ecological
residences in Romania, a new dimension of luxury

by Matei Harnagea
NINE O’CLOCK

On September 10, the Valley 21 eco-
touristic mountain complex was launched in
the Northern slope of the Ciucas
Mountains, nearby Vama Buzaului, Brasov
County. 

The event represented the inauguration
of the first holiday home from the eco-
touristic complex that was made with a
Romanian - Dutch investment and within a
public – private partnership with the local
authorities.

The launching took place in the middle
of the nature, on the George Enescu’s
Romanian Rhapsody music, interpreted by
the artists of the Brasov Philharmonic.  

The Valley 21 eco-touristic holiday
homes complex is a model of the future in
terms of residences, since it combines the
cutting-edge technology with the most effi-
cient ecological solutions. 

“We chose Vama Buzaului,
Transylvania, for the untouched beauty of
these places and for the authenticity of the
traditions. Our project is an ecological one,
in harmony with the landscape and nature.
Complex supply is made directly from the
springs, the light comes from the solar pan-
els, heating is performed by renewable
sources. Moreover, we keep the comfort of a
premium residency, offering home facilities
like: house maintainance, rental, hospital
center”, stated Gerard Doedee, one of the
Valley 21 project’s founders. 

The Valley 21 Eco-Touristic Mountain
Complex, which will operate as a condo-
minium, is made of 68 individual houses
and a facility center. It will be completely

made until 2020, on an area of 68 hectares,
on the administrative territory of the Vama
Buzaului Commune from the county of
Brasov. 

Both the project’s architecture and the
chosen solutions to provide access to facili-
ties consider the principle of the energy sus-
tainability and the need to produce the low-
est possible impact on the environment.

The Italian architects Luca Fornaroli and
Giulia Valentini, tidily cooperating with the
landscaping company Stijlgroep Architects
from Rotterdam, have created a masterpiece
right in the middle of the nature: a house
that keeps the natural line of the land, with-
out missing the comfort of a unique residen-
cy. 

The houses, located nearby the Natural
Reservation “Valea Zimbrilor”, have gener-
ous dimensions. There are four types of

houses, measuring from 92 to 118 sq. m.,
with prices from EUR 167,500 to EUR
285,000. They are built only with high-
quality eco-friendly materials. The Valley 21
residential eco-complex gives a new dimen-
sion to luxury. Interiors are very large,
designed to make full use of each square
meter. 

The Valley 21 project is certified by the
Romanian Council for Green buildings
through the Green Homes program, which
develops and implements a national system
of standards and certifications for the green
buildings. It is made through a public-pri-
vate partnership for the land, concluded
between Romanian and Dutch investors and
the Vama Buzaului town hall. Besides, devel-
oping the newest mountain resorts means
also to create new jobs for locals. 

The mayor of Vama Buzaului commune,

Tiberiu Nicolae Chirilas, stated for AGER-
PRES that this project, made with the local’s
consent, will be integrated in the touristic
development strategy of the region.

He recalled that there is a reservation of
aurochs with 36 specimens in Vama
Buzaului, founded at the end of 2008,
attracting a large number of tourists, which
will be extended in the future on 80 more
hectares of forest, so that the animals can live
in semi-freedom. Also, near the locality there
is the Urlatoarea waterfall, a spectacular nat-
ural phenomenon, as well as various touris-
tic routes to be made by bike.

The commune currently counts 3,500
people, most of them living from farming,
forestry and small private business, but the
objective of the local authorities is to make
tourism the future main activity. 

“We are beginners in tourism. We want
to go slowly, we’re not in a hurry, because we
don’t want to develop tourism just to simply
do it, and then see that we made the same
mistake that other localities did before (…)
We want to develop a peaceful tourism,
where people who come to relax will feel
good and spend more time in the middle of
the nature, listening the nature. That’s why
we’ll be careful to what means architectural
development; we don’t want to have pen-
sions having nothing in common with the
specific of the region. (…) We accepted even
this project, Valley 21, entering in partner-
ship provided that it will be in compliance
with the environment, and that it will not
disturb local people in any way, but helping
them to promote this pastoral life developed
in Vama Buzaului”, stated Tiberiu Nicolae
Chirilas.

NRCC organizes Knowledge Center on efficient Debt Collection for Optimizing
Cash-Flow and Costs in Cluj-Napoca on September 19
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E.ON – A start of a better school year 
for around 6,500 children and teachers 

from nine counties of the country
l Learning conditions for nine educational establishments as a result if the E.ON investment of EUR 650,000 in performing
lighting systems; l 6,000 lighting fixtures and 15,000 LED tubes installed in school institutions from the counties of Caras-
Severin, Bacau, Botosani, Maramures, Mures, Satu Mare, Sibiu, Suceava and Timis l Modern lighting systems significantly

reduce the electricity bill. 

by Raluca Stoica
NINE O’CLOCK

The new school year brings
better learning conditions as well
as a decrease of the electricity con-
sumption for nine educational
establishments from the counties
Caras-Severin, Bacau, Botosani,
Maramures, Mures, Satu Mare,
Sibiu, Suceava and Timis.

The appropriate lighting of
the classrooms is extremely
important for the smooth con-
duct of the educational activities
and that’s why E.ON supported
the communities in which it is
present also this year, continuing
the project called “Energy in
childhood schools”, designed to
improve the learning conditions. 

In the June-August period of
this year, around 6,000 lighting

fixtures and 15,000 LED tubes
more economic and efficient were
installed, the allotted budget by

E.ON Romania in 2016 for this
project being of EUR 650,000. 

“Great things are made by

small steps surely and steadily. We
aimed since we came in Romania
to be really close to the communi-
ty and to meet its needs. We’ve
supported and we continue to
support education, because with-
out education there is no future,
and that’s why we want to provide
support by this project to the edu-
cational establishments and
implicitly to the community”,
stated Dan Morari, E.ON
Romania General Manager.

The project called “Energy in
childhood schools” started in
2012, and until today it was
developed in 37 educational
establishments across the country,
in the rural and urban areas,
20,000 children and teachers ben-
efitting from better learning con-
ditions.

Within the project, 15,300
lighting fixtures and 37,000 eco-
nomic and LED tubes were
installed, the invested amount by
E.ON Romania being of EUR
1,580,000.

Starting from 2005, EON
Romania have supported with
EUR 9.3 million various social
responsibility projects in the com-
munities in which it operates, the
total number of the beneficiaries
of these initiatives reaching
around 260,000.

Projects amounting over EUR
4.2 million were developed only
in the educational field, benefit-
ting from them around 180,000
children. At the same time, more
than EUR 750,000 were invested
in sports, with over 10,000 bene-
ficiaries. 

NINE O’CLOCK

Microchip Technology Romania has
extended its Bucharest office with 1,000
square meters by taking a higher floor in
the AFI Park 1 office building, where there
will work approximately 100 new employ-
ees. In a fully equipped office space,  with
the latest equipment and performant meas-
uring instruments, the team in Romania
focuses on the design and the validation of
new solutions to global clients in the auto-
motive market, industrial, medical, and
telecommunications.

This year, the Center for Research and
Development of Romania celebrated the
10th anniversary from the opening, with
the branch of Microchip Technologies Inc.
The company has grown considerably in
the recent years, currently having approxi-
mately 200 specialists, who create products
and innovative global systems from the
semiconductor range. Starting with only
analog projects, Microchip Romania is now
a working environment for the specialized
designers in digital and analog and the
engineers of applications, that are working
closely with the global partners as part of
the design solutions and new technologies
for the microcontrollers, memory and ana-
log devices.

In April this year, Microchip has
acquired the Atmel corporation, one of the
most important competitors, designers and
semiconductor manufacturers, enriching
the offer with new models of microcon-
trollers, devices with radio frequency and
flash memory, tactile sensors, chips and
specific applications products from the
Microchip range.

At the recent anniversary event in
Bucharest was present Steve Sanghi, CEO
Microchip, along with professors that have
contributed significantly to the growth and

development of the Centre, since its estab-
lishment.

"Once with the semiconductor industry
consolidation, Microchip continues to
develop a strategy for success, through a
wide range of acquisitions, which doubled
the revenue growth with the organic rate of
appreciation compared to the results
achieved in the recent years. The Atmel
acquisition is the latest chapter of our
growth strategy, which will carry forward
the process of the operational scale and
Microchip customer base'', said Steve
Sangha, CEO Microchip. He said that
Microchip Romania is in a continuous
progress with a solid team, well integrated
into the company culture, that develops
successful projects for its customers.

Microchip and Atmel will continue to
produce and provide assistance for the
existing components, which are found
everywhere: at home, in the car or in every-
one's pocket. Microchip has shipped over
12 billion of PIC® microcontrollers so far,
and the Atmel mega AVR is the first chip
that gave life to the first Arduino for

MakerSpace. Along with Atmel, Microchip
has the opportunity to combine the best
AVR's and PIC's on a grand platform of
microcontrollers. This acquisition will
strengthen the company's position as a
global leader of analogue solutions, tactile,
of connectivity, of memory or microcon-
trollers. According to Ganesh Moorthy, the
Microchip's Director of Operations, "join-
ing forces and combining our product port-
folios will offer the customers a richer port-
folio of solutions, enabling the creation of
new competitive products for the markets
they serve."

This is the 20th year in a row when
Microchip has joined the Masters annual
conference, held in Phoenix, Arizona –
which has become a tradition for the prod-
ucts experts and the company's clients. The
experts had the opportunity to present, to
exchange technical information related to
the products’ portfolio and have discussed
the plans for the year ahead. The confer-
ence theme "Inspire, Inform, Innovate" was
a chance for the customers to obtain essen-
tial information for innovative ideas and

applications. Moreover, the Masters pro-
gram will be conducted at the regional level
in various parts of the world, until the end
of the year, to bring this information in
front of as many customers worldwide. For
more details, visit www.microchip.com/masters.

The company is constantly in a process
of sustainable development, since entering
the local market in April 2006. The educa-
tion is very important for Microchip, there-
fore it focuses annually to the sponsorship
of the electronic competitions organized by
the Bucharest Polytechnic University for
students, in order to strengthen the compa-
ny's relationship with the university envi-
ronment. The company is constantly
recruiting graduates of the Polytechnic, due
to their good educational background and
because they have the knowledge to devel-
op successful projects for multinational
companies in the field.

Microchip Technology extends the lease in AFI Park 1, with
additional 1,000 sqm

About Microchip
Microchip Technology Inc. is a US compa-
ny, listed on NASDAQ, an important
provider of microcontrollers and solutions
for the mixed-signal, analogue and Flash-
IPs, with low risks in the products devel-
opment, the total cost of system is smaller
and with accelerated sales time to the
thousands customer's applications world-
wide. Headquartered in Chandler, Arizona,
Microchip offers an outstanding technical
support, demonstrating the quality and the
response time at high standards. Since
1990, when Microchip started as an inde-
pendent company, it has continued to
grow organically, but also through acquisi-
tions. In the recent years, it has acquired
companies with the same profile as Micrel,
ISSC, Supertex, SMSC and Rovin
Networks, which it has successfully inte-
grated in their business units.
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by Irina Dumitru
NINE O’CLOCK

The leaders of the National
Liberal Party (PNL) have decided not
to endorse the candidacy of former
Constitutional Court of Romania
President Augustin Zegrean, being of
the opinion that he continues to have
a very strong label related to Traian
Basescu, Liberal sources told
Mediafax.

Former Constitutional Court of
Romania President Augustin
Zegrean expressed his intention to
run for a seat in the Senate as a PNL
Bistrita-Nasaud candidate, a party
branch whose member he was until
2007. 

Former Constitutional Court of
Romania President Augustin

Zegrean recently told Mediafax that
he has accepted to run in the parlia-
mentary elections on the list of PNL
Bistrita-Nasaud, pointing out that
the list is not final.

“Yes, I accepted, but the list is
not yet final,” Augustin Zegrean
stated. In June, the appointment of
Augustin Zegrean as leader of PNL
Bistrita-Nasaud was considered in
informal talks that took place within
the party branch, according to PNL
Senator Dorin Dobra.

PNL’s Merger Commission dis-
cussed on Tuesday the possibility of
including Zegrean on PNL’s lists, but
it was considered that he cannot run
as PNL candidate since he is not a
party member.

PNL Bistrita-Nasaud interim

leader Robert Sighiartau stated on
Saturday that Augustin Zegrean sent
a letter in which he expressed his
intent to run for a seat in the Senate
on behalf of the party branch, but
that he did not sign a party member-
ship form.

“He filed his intent, his letter, on
Friday. He did not sign a party mem-
bership form, this is interesting. He is
yet to sign it. He was suspended dur-
ing this period (while he was
Constitutional Court judge – editor’s
note) and I have to check whether he
directly becomes a member… I have
to check. He filed his intent, but he
didn’t sign a party membership form.
I’ll have a talk with him,” Sighiartau
said.

Likewise, Augustin Zegrean’s

intent to run for a seat in the Senate,
as PNL candidate, has stirred contro-
versies among Liberal party mem-
bers.

Thus, while PNL Co-President
Alina Gorghiu claimed that Augustin
Zegrean is welcome in the party and
he would be able to handle the activ-
ity in Parliament, MP Eugen
Nicolaescu, head of PNL’s group
within the Lower Chamber, categori-
cally ruled out the former CCR
President’s presence on PNL’s lists in
the December 11 elections.

PNL Co-President Alina
Gorghiu: “Any experienced person is
welcome in the party. (…) In my
opinion, he is someone who would
be able to handle a parliamentary
activity that I want to be efficient, in

the future Parliament. I cannot
decide for the party branch, but I
don’t see this as an uninspired candi-
dacy at all,” Alina Gorghiu said. 

Eugen Nicolaescu, head of PNL’s
group within the Lower Chamber: “I
believe Augustin Zegrean will never
be on PNL lists, I guarantee it, he
cannot be on PNL lists. There is no
such intention, I don’t know what the
source of the rumour is,” said Eugen
Nicolaescu, the leader of PNL MPs
within the Lower Chamber. “Such a
thing won’t happen, I guarantee it.
And the lists will be voted within the
National Political Bureau… Mr.
Zegrean has a very nice pension from
my point of view, he should sit home
and enjoy it,” Nicolaescu stated,
being quoted by stiripesurse.ro.

PNL refuses Zegrean’s candidacy

Hollande, Ciolos 
tour Airbus Romania 

helicopter factory
continued from page 2

"It's a matter of dignity, responsi-
bility and solidarity, and we have to
avoid these issues being used for xeno-
phobic purposes," Hollande added.

IOHANNIS TO FRENCH
COMPANIES: HAVE FAITH IN
ROMANIA'S ECONOMY; WE CAN
ACHIEVE MORE AND BETTER

Romania's President Klaus
Iohannis on Tuesday told Romanian
and French business leaders to have
faith in Romania's economy, as more
can be used for Romanians and
French people. 

"The economic trust Romania is
enjoying today is consistently reflect-
ed on the dynamics of foreign direct
investment, which advanced 23 per-
cent in the first half of 2016. There
are premises for the trend to continue
into the next years, once the business
environment has gained in attractive-
ness and predictability. Romania is
and will remain fiscally competitive,
which is good to Romanian entrepre-
neurs and foreign investment alike.
We want to continue cutting through
red tape, extending organisational
transparency and quality for the busi-
ness environment. We want to do our
best to wisely manage our assets,
including workforce quality and
innovative potentials," Iohannis told a
business forum called "Future
French-Romanian partnerships,"
where he was joined by visiting
French President Francois Hollande. 

Iohannis said trade between
Romania and France exceeded 7 bil-
lion euros in 2015, with Romanian
exports worth 3.7 billion euros and
French imports worth nearly 3.5 bil-
lion euros. He also said that France is
on a leading position in the plans of
foreign investors in Romania, with
direct investment in excess of 7 bil-
lion euros. 

The Romanian president also
said that cooperation between the
two countries should be extended to
include the automotive industry, the
aeronautics and defence industries,
as well as nuclear power and energy
overall. 

"Romania is very attentive to the
incentives animating foreign
investors, the organisational quality of
the business environment. I believe

that this is the context in which we
can move on to the next level of coop-
eration between Romania and
France," said Iohannis. 

In his opinion, the achievements
of Romanian-French cooperation
over the past 25 years are reasons for
satisfaction. "You, the French and
Romanian companies, have played
the most important part. Walk on the
same path and have faith in
Romania's economy! We can achieve
more and better for Romanians and
the French people alike," Iohannis
told the forum attends. 

FRANCE'S HOLLANDE: 
WE WANT FRANCE TO
CONTRIBUTE SOLUTIONS
FOR ROMANIA'S ECONOMY

France' President Francois
Hollande wants his country to con-
tribute solutions to Romania's over-
all economy. 

"For more than 20 years, France
has understood that Romania wants
to develop, that Romania wants to
open up, that Romania wants to inte-
grate itself with the European Union,
and France has accompanied
Romania on its journey," Hollande
told a joint news conference with his
Romanian counterpart Klaus
Iohannis in Bucharest on Tuesday. 

He mentioned that there are close
to 450 French enterprises operating in
Romania that have created more than
100,000 jobs for Romanian workers. 

"We want France to be able to
contribute solutions to the Romanian
economy overall in the areas of new
technologies, start-ups, in energy
transition, the environment and road
as well as railway transportation. We
have to act so as to also cooperate in
airport matters and all that relates to
city planning, because our Romanian
partners are waiting for answers,"
Hollande explained.

FRENCH COMPANIES
CONTRIBUTING TO HIGH-TECH
DEVELOPMENT IN ROMANIA

France's President Francois
Hollande said that French companies
have been contributing to the eco-
nomic development of Romania in
high-tech sectors, and that in doing so
they have not been guided by more
advantageous workforce. 

"French companies have been

contributing to the economic devel-
opment of Romania in high-tech
areas. Together with Romania, we
have chosen to position ourselves in
the sectors of the future, not just in
sectors where the workforce would
have been seen as more advanta-
geous," Hollande told a Romanian-
French business forum at Magurele. 

He added that the French pres-
ence is not limited to large compa-
nies, as it also includes small and
medium-sized enterprises, extending
thanks to Romanian officials for hav-
ing facilitated their access to the
Romanian markets. 

On the other hand, Hollande
urged French companies operating in
Romania to make use of structural
funds provided by the European
Union. "Structural funds make up
more than 20 billion euros. It all
depends on what Romania envisages
to do together with the EU, but
French companies (...) should capi-
talise on all opportunities. There are
many areas and we have to build
infrastructures and prove that our
enterprises have the experience and
expertise required for vast projects
and also to anticipate energy transi-
tion," said Hollande.

WE'VE DISCUSSED FREE
MOVEMENT OF SECONDED STAFF;
FRANCE WILL NOT TOLERATE
ABUSES

France's President Francois
Hollande said in Bucharest that in his
conversations with Romania's
President Klaus Iohannis he
approached the free movement of sec-
onded workers and the European
directive related to it, emphasising
that France will not tolerate abuse.
"The freedom of seconded workers
was a matter I've discussed with
President Iohannis. That is a principle
justifying the creation of Europe. (...)
The principle of free movement does
not mean abuse, excess, fraud or mak-
ing use of illegally employed workers.
We have had a discussion on the
European directive regarding second-
ed workers, and together we have to
make sure the directive will be useful
to both economies. France will not
tolerate abuses, and we started a dis-
cussion to find the necessary compro-
mises," Hollande told a Romanian-
French business forum at Magurele.

Iohannis: Relation with France 
- priority to Romania; Hollande:

Partnership must be strengthened

France's President Francois
Hollande and Romanian Prime
Minister Dacian Ciolos on Tuesday
went to Ghimbav for a tour of the
local Airbus Romania helicopter
factory. The two officials were
shown an H215 helicopter, the air-
craft type to be manufactured by
Airbus in Romania. Ciolos and
Hollande were welcomed by aero-
nautics students of the
Transylvanian Collegiate Technical
High School of Brasov attending
this year the first classes in aeronau-
tics provided by the school.

Official sources say the first
H215 helicopter should be ready
by the end of 2016.

Accompanying Hollande on
his state visit to Romania are about
30 French corporate CEOs.

HOLLANDE: THIS IS A PROJECT
OF EUROPEAN DIMENSIONS
ABLE TO CONSOLIDATE
EUROPE'S DEFENCE INDUSTRY

At the Airbus Helicopters facto-
ry of Ghimbav on Tuesday, France's
President Francois Hollande said
the factory is a project of European
dimensions able to consolidate
Europe's defence industry. "This is a
project of European dimensions
because it is also able to consolidate
defence industry in Europe. This is
what we want to do and what I
want to recommend at the
Bratislava summit in some days'
time. We must cooperate (...) in
order to be able to secure the condi-
tions for Europe's defence policy,"

Hollande told a joint news confer-
ence with Romanian Prime
Minister Dacian Ciolos.

PM CIOLOS: AIRBUS INVESTMENT
AT GHIMBAV PUTS ROMANIA
ON WORLD MAP OF HELICOPTER
MANUFACTURERS

Romania's Prime Minister
Dacian Ciolos said on Tuesday that
France's Airbus investment in
Ghimbav, Central Romania, puts
the country on the world map of
helicopter manufacturers, adding
that the Romanian Government
might purchase H215 helicopters
to be manufactured at Ghimbav.
"To the aerospace industry, the
future is built on past experiences.
(...) It's an investment that creates
350 new jobs (...), which puts
Romania on the world map of heli-
copter manufacturers with a new
product that we also hope to see
operated, flying as soon as possible.
We're going to look at the offering
really carefully too. It's a new prod-
uct. In addition, it has the local
maintenance advantage. We are
looking at it for the Ministry of
Interior, as well as the Ministry of
Defence, where there is a need for
multipurpose combat helicopters.
We're looking at this offering and
we hope that, just as Dacia Renault
has proved competitive on the mar-
ket, this product proves it competi-
tiveness (...) let's conquer the global
market together!" Ciolos said at a
joint news conference with French
President Francois Hollande. 
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It shall also shed some light on the way for-
ward and outline the direction we want to go.
Things we want to improve. Reforms we are will-
ing to make. I hope the summit will start a
process of Europe’s fresh revival – otherwise we
will have to fight for EU´s survival. 

As a promoter of positive European agenda,
the Slovak EU Presidency would like the summit
to focus foremost on issues and projects which
unite us rather than divide us. We should not
end up in a vicious circle of endless discussions
about EU´s problems. We want to prevent scep-
ticism from taking over the mood in Europe.
Quite to the contrary. We must send a clear mes-
sage to our people and to the world that the
EU27 is still strong, united, able to reach agree-
ment and ready to deliver improvements to the
lives of the citizens. 

The focus should be placed on what concerns
Europeans most. Security in all its forms – eco-
nomic security, job security, social security, inter-
nal security and terrorism, as well as climate secu-
rity. Migration – how to manage it in a sustain-
able and long-term way. 

The communication gap between the EU
institutions and citizens, young people in particu-
lar, shall be addressed, too. People do not feel they
benefit from EU policies anymore. We all need to
work very hard to regain their trust and support
for the European idea. Complicated bureaucratic
language will not take us there. (Nor does the false
political correctness). The EU, its institutions and
leaders should adopt and use understandable, clear
language when talking to the citizens. 

The summit is awaited with great expecta-
tions. The preparations are in hands of the
European Council. However, as a fair mediator,
the Slovak Presidency wishes to contribute to the
summit’s positive ambiance and outcome. Many
meetings have taken place by now to ensure the
summit´s proceedings be smooth and the agenda
ambitious and realistic. Visionary and concrete at
the same time. The summit should result in clear
identification of key issues we must deal with in
the coming weeks and months and outline the
steps to take. It should also mark a full stop of
the mutual blame game. Instead, it should
emphasise the importance of empathy, the will to
listen to each other and ability to compromise.

The summit will not be a one-off event. This
time we have to be patient because quick fixes will
not work. Bratislava will be just a start. A start of
a deeper reflection process leading to a new unit-
ing vision which reinforces EU’s strengths and
eliminates its weaknesses. Hopefully, at the sum-
mit in March 2017, marking the 60th anniversary
of the Rome Treaties, the EU27 will be able to
offer such vision.

I strongly believe in the EU and despite some
of its malfunctions, it is the best peace project in
the history of mankind and still a source of glob-
al inspiration and aspiration. I am sure that if we
see our past failures as an opportunity to do
things better, success will come. And I truly hope
Bratislava will start a process through which a
new, enthusiastic, clear, understandable and even
more united European Union will come to life.

Slovakia is currently holding 
the rotating EU Presidency 
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NINE O’CLOCK

Two groups of migrants, a total of
15 persons that came from the Asian
area and Kosovo, were detected in the
last 48 hours by the border police-
men from Sannicolau Mare area,
during their surveillance operations
at the West border. "Monday eve-
ning, around 12:10 hours, border po-
licemen within the Sannicolau Mare
Sector of the Border Police, noticed,
with the help of the thermal vision
truck, a group of persons who was on
foot, crossing the field, trying to ille-
gally cross the Serbian border, head-
ing to the border villages Valcani-
Beba Veche. Right away the border
police officers, alongside Timis gen-
darmes started a specific operation,
capturing near the border village
Valcani, 11 men that were taken in
and sent to Border Police Head-
quarters for investigations," a press
release of Timis Border Police sent to
AGERPRES on Tuesday reveals. 

The detected persons didn't have
their identification documents on
them, and following the preliminary
inquiry it was established that they

were Afghan citizens, two Pakistanis
and one Iraqi, between the ages of 14
and 35. They stated they left Serbia
with the intention to reach a state in
the Western Europe. 

A night before that, the border
policemen from the same unit, iden-
tifed on the shore of the Mures River,
heading to the border village Saravale,
four men that weren't able to justify
their presence in the area. The per-
sons in question were taken in at the
Sannicolau Mare Border Police
Headquarters, where it was estab-
lished that they are Kosovo citizens,
seeking asylum and accommodated
at the Timis County Immigration
Service, between the ages 20 and 25
years. The investigation established
that the men were on their second
attempt to illegally cross the border to
Hungary, on September 6 they were
found by border policemen trying to
illegally cross the border. On that
date, a criminal case was filed against
them for attempting to illegally cross
the border and they were handed
over to the institutions in charge, for
legal measures. 

15 migrants from Asia and Kosovo
identified at border with Serbia

Sebastian Ghita off judicial control
NINE O’CLOCK

The Supreme Court decided on
Tuesday to cancel the judicial con-
trol measure ruled by anticorrup-
tion prosecutors in the case in
which Sebastian Ghita is accused of
complicity to money laundering.
Victor Ponta is being investigated
in the same case.

“Many arguments were
brought before the Supreme Court
and what I can tell you is that every
Romanian citizen’s hope is with the
judge, especially with Supreme
Court judges. Sometimes it’s good,
sometimes it’s useless for the
debates in cases concerning persons
with notoriety, such as Victor Ponta
or even myself, to be revealed to the
public. I believe that today, when

we are talking about the Romanian
citizens’ rights to travel freely and to
speak freely in their country, it’s
good for them to be made public.
The balance between citizens and
authorities can only be brought
about by these people, by the
judges. This balance has to be
brought. After a certain period,
judges and prosecutors choose
when to lift these restrictions. And
many have been lifted in my case.
The only problem is that more
charges come every three months.
As we approach the elections cam-
paign and the United Romania
project is growing, we will probably
also see more charges against me
and others,” Sebastian Ghita stated
on Tuesday after the court meeting

in which his request to have the
conditional bail lifted was analysed.

Sebastian Ghita is investigated
for complicity to money launder-
ing, investigators claiming that the
businessman gave ex-Premier Ponta
220,000 Euros in return for an eli-
gible place on the party’s lists in the
2012 elections. Ex-Premier Victor
Ponta is investigated in the same
case, being accused of using his
influence or authority in order to
obtain undue money, assets or
other benefits for self or for others,
and of complicity to money laun-
dering. In Victor Ponta’s case,
judges lifted the ban on making
public statements and leaving the
country but upheld the rest of the
judicial control conditions. 

NINE O’CLOCK

Freighters are asking the Govern-
ment to freeze RCA car insurance
rates at the next Government meeting
and threaten to otherwise stage a
protest on Thursday. 5,000 vehicles
would take part in the protest in
Bucharest and another 100,000 in the
rest of the country, COTAR President
Vasile Stefanescu stated.

The freighters’ representatives
want short-term measures, namely
the freezing of RCA rates at the aver-
age levels included in the Milliman
report. “If the reference price is
approved I don’t think the protest
would still go ahead,” Vasile
Stefanescu said. “We believe that the
RCA, which is mandatory and has a
social component, should have had
and should have an extremely trans-

parent and public method of calcula-
tion, which hasn’t happened so far. It’s
not transparent and public; so then
there should be a reference [level] pro-
vided by the state one way or the
other,” said Radu Dinescu, Secretary
General of the National Union of
Romanian Road Freighters
(UNTRR). 

On Wednesday, the freighters’
representatives will discuss with the
Government and Competition
Council the article concerning the ref-
erence tariff, and will be present at the
hearings of the Financial Supervisory
Authority leadership within the
Romanian Senate’s Budget and
Finances Commission, Augustin
Hagiu, Honorary President of the
Federation of Romanian Freighters
(FORT), said.

Over 100,000 freighters to stage nationwide
protests unless car insurance rates are frozen
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By Simona Barbu
NINE O’CLOCK

Twelve Romanian photogra-
phers and two guests from abroad
have opened the first edition of the
European Photo Salon Baia Mare.
The exhibition was held in the pres-
ence of the artists on Saturday,
September 10, at the Minerul
Cinema. Being uniquely large for
the Nortehrn region of Romania,
the event was organized at the “Baia
Mare 2021” Foundation’s initiative,
regathering fourteen personal exhi-
bitions which have weighed tradi-
tion and documentary rigor with
the most important topics of the
moment, spontaneous frames with
the compositional experiments. 

Baia Mare has provided the
national photography with powerful
personalities and unique talents that

have marked Romania’s cultural and
photographic life in the last 20 years.
By continuing this brilliant tradition,
the city became, starting from this
year, a good host for the most inter-
esting and relevant forms of photo-
graphic language. A uniquely large
event for the region, the European
Photo Salon Baia Mare have opened
the dialogue on the narrative and
projective power of the photography
to new audiences and new spaces,
bringing together Petrut Calinescu,
Cristian Crisbasan, Dan Ioan
Dinescu, Vasile Dorolti, Silviu
Ghetie, Mihai Grigorescu, Tony
Melvin, Ioana Moldovan, Olah
Laszlo Tibor, Alexandru Paul,
George Popescu, Hajdu Tamas, Oleg
Tishkovets and Remus Tiplea.

Thus, this month, Baia Mare
became the host of dozens of nation-

al and international awards, as well as
several famous author series in
albums and international exhibitions.
The diversity of the approaches has
offered a tour de force to the visitors
in the Romanian photography of the
last years, in its most interesting
approaches: from Cristian Crisbasan’s
nudes, to the Mihai Grigorescu’s
mystic landscapes, from the war or
travel reports signed by Ioana
Moldovan, George Popescu or Petrut
Calinescu, to the visual metaphors
captured by Hajdu Tamas, Vasile Do-
rolti or Alexandru Paul. Photography,
in its whole artistic power, can be

frustrating and challenging at Silviu
Ghetie and oleg Tishkovets or, equal-
ly well, it can be nostalgic and reveal-
ing at Tony Melvin, Dan Ioan
Dinescu or Remus Tiplea. 

European Photo Salon Baia
Mare 2016 is a pilot event which
declares the photographic art and the
related creative trades as a structural
pillar in order to obtain the title of
European Capital of Culture 2021.
The premises of organizing an inter-
national photo salon in Baia Mare
are double: reasserting the tradition
and exploiting the most relevant
trends. As Vasile Dorolti, the curator

of the salon, explains: “Photography
has become a social phenomenon.
The technical explosion allowed
some shooting systems to be embed-
ded in the most various types of
equipment and devices, making
available to everybody a photo or
video camera. The contemporary
man is permanently accompanied
everywhere by the magic darkroom.
While the photographic technique is
easily accessible to anyone with neg-
ligible costs, we can’t say the same
about the rhythm in which the ‘pho-
tographic language’ is appropriated
by most of us.”

NINE O’CLOCK

The Romanian market has the highest
growth potential for Cineworld Group,
the second largest cinema operator in
Europe, Cineworld CEO Moshe 'Mooky'
Greidinger has told the official opening of
his company's 24th Cinema City multi-
plex movie theatre in Romania, located at
the new business centre ParkLake of
Bucharest.

Greidinger said Romania has the high-
est growth potential for his company,
although the common has opened very
many locations of late. There are 24 such
locations in Romania with 225 projection
screens and 40,854 places, with the 25th
to open soon in Piatra Neamt. By the end
of 2018, 14 more multiplexes will be
added with 200 projection screens,
according to Greidinger.

Cineworld Group operates in nine
countries, ranking second in Europe in
terms of cinema halls. 

In Central and Eastern Europe it oper-
ates under the Cinema City name, the
outcome of a 2014 merger. Cineworld
operates 227 cinema halls where 3.5 mil-
lion movies run a year for 100 million
customers.

Cinema City Romania ranks third in
the Cineworld chain, after the UK and
Poland, and ahead of Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Israel, Bulgaria and Slovakia in
terms of cinema theatres and halls.

The newly-opened ParkLake Cinema
City has 11 standard cinema halls (2D
and 3D combined) and three VIP halls,
with 1,966 places. In Bucharest, Cinema
City is operating four multiplexes at
shopping malls.

NINE O’CLOCK

An exhibition called "Discover the
Agerpres Picture Library" will open on
September 14 at the Cotroceni National
Museum in Bucharest.

In a press statement released on
Monday, the museum says the news pic-
tures on display reflect Romania's political,
cultural and artistic, economic, social and
athletic life, depicting great changes and
events having occurred in the country's
history.

The black and white as well as colour
pictures from the Agerpres Picture Library
are genuine works of art that will lead the
public on a time travel through the history
of Romania, reads the statement.

The Agerpres National News Agency

has witnessed, through its journalists and
photo journalists, all the great events in
Romania's contemporary history. Agerpres
owns a vast picture library of millions of
pictures, some of them dating back as far as
1927. Both its pictures and wires are avail-
able at its library department, which is
tasked with capitalising on the agency's
rich heritage of print news and pictures.

Organised jointly with the Agerpres
National News Agency, the exhibition
stays open throughout October 14.

The partnership between the Cotroceni
National Museum and the Agerpres
National News Agency is a traditional one
that has materialised in time in mutual
promotion and cooperation under excep-
tional exhibition projects.

NINE O’CLOCK

l Uber invites the Bucharest users to
visit the statue “Wisdom of the Earth”
and thus, to contribute to the fundraising
campaign

l For a month, Uber will donate to the
campaign the equivalent of 50% of the
value of each trip that was made by the
users who go to visit the work of art

Until September 16, Uber invites the
Bucharest users to visit the statue “Wisdom
of the Earth” and to contribute to the
fundraising campaign “Brancusi is mine.”
The campaign aims to raise the amount of
six million euros to purchase the work of
Constantin Brancusi. 

Starting on August 16, for a month,
Uber will donate the equivalent of 50% of
the value of each trip made by the users
who go to admire the statue, located at the
BNR Museum.

THE MECHANISM IS SIMPLE:
l schedule a visit to the BNR Museum

until Friday, September 16th. The
“Wisdom of the Earth” can be visited from
Monday to Friday between 10:00 and
18:00 by appointment.

l Order a car in the Uber app and enter
the BNR Museum destination;

l the equivalent of 50% of each race
will get to the accounts of the Ministry of
Culture, for the “Brancusi is mine” cam-
paign.

“The purchase project of the “ Wisdom
of the Earth “ opera by Constantin
Brancusi has some strong symbolic signifi-
cations and a size that scores this approach
assumed by the Romanian Government
and the Ministry of Culture in an overall
dynamic. Internationally, there is much

talk about the participatory economy. The
fact that in Romania is going on this
approach, at such a level, shows that we are
a society that has began to mature and act
in line with the Western trends in Europe
and oversea. The procurement processes of
the public goods through a collective
investment of individuals merely redefine
the responsibility and the community par-
ticipation, and this is what Romania needs
at this point. To purchase the “Wisdom of
the Earth”, in the words of the artist
Mircea Cantor, we must have “the boldness
to be naughty” and to donate'' , said
Corina Suteu, the Minister of Culture.

In addition, Uber invites the entire
community of passengers and partners
drivers to donate 2 Euro to the number of
the SMS Campaign: 8833.

“Brancusi is mine“ is more than a
fundraising campaign, is an opportunity to
show that we are a community that shares
the same values. We are more than 100,000
passengers and partners drivers on the Uber
platform in Romania - as many possible
donations, which only together can make a
difference'', says Nicoleta Schroeder,
General Manager Uber Romania.

ABOUT “BRANCUSI IS MINE’’ CAMPAIGN
“Brancusi is mine” aims to raise the

amount of six million euros to purchase the
work of Constantin Brancusi. The
“Wisdom of the Earth” was produced by
Constantin Brancusi in 1907 and belongs
to the national cultural heritage, in the
Thesaurus category. Along with “The Kiss”
and “The Prayer”, marks the most appreci-
ated period of creation of the artist. It is the
emblem of “the first modern sculpture in
the world”.

Baia Mare 
hosts 

the first edition 
of the European

Photo Salon

The Uber community 
is joining the “Brancusi is mine”

campaign

Cineworld Group says Romania has
highest growth potential for its industry

Agerpres Picture Library on display 
at Cotroceni National Museum

                       


